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nothing new. The Khilafat, on the other hand, was certainly
not relevant. The Turkish khildfah made no difference to
it, in practice ; nor were there in India even any traditions
of a time when it had. Nor even ideally were the ignorant
villagers, in their abject and grinding poverty, in a position
to grasp the notion of a distant Sultan-Khalifah; their
mental horizon was not wide enough. %l The word ' Khilafat'
bore a strange meaning in most of the rural areas.
People thought it came from khilaf, an Urdu word meaning
' against' or ' opposed to ', and so they took it to mean :
opposed to Government! "12. They were conscious of IslSm,
as usual; but they were hardly conscious of Muhammad VI
and the Sublime Porte.
Two episodes worth mention developed out of the main
Khilafat excitement, as it affected the peasant. One was
in the summer of 1920 : the curious hijrah. The idea got
about that Muslims might escape the rule, not only oppres-
sive but infidel, of the * satanic' and hated British govern-
ment, declared dar al fyarb, by emigrating to the neighbour-
ing Muslim kingdom of Afghanistan, This suggestion was
taken up by some agitators and some local mullds, and it
appealed to the poverty-stricken peasantry in a few
sections, particularly in parts of Sindh and the North-West
Frontier Province. They were told, or they told each
other, that the Afghln Amir was waiting to welcome them,
with fertile lands. Crowds went forth to trek northwards
The number for August is officially calculated at 18,00013;
the total is !' estimated becween 500,000 and 2,000,000 "14
by various observers. Those who managed to reach the
Afghan frontier were turned back from that unproductive
country by its officials. Bitterly disappointed, they started
homewards, drooping. Deprived of their sustaining, almost
paradisaic, hope, many, were unable to survive the horrible
conditions : both they and those who did survive were
robbed, starved, and smitren by the heat.
(It is interesting to note that a few of these muhajirun
instead of turning home, pushed on to the U. S. S. R. and
earned there of efforts towards building a better world.